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and a solemn Te Deum filled the vaulted heights
of Notre-Dame.

Saint-Simon recalls the words of this strangely
alert, precocious little girl who was amazed at
Louis XV's dumbness and tried to break it. One
day she asked the king if he liked fireworks; he
replied briefly, "Yes", whereupon she clapped her
hands and cried "Well, he has at least spoken to
me!" No real friendship could unfold between
them; Villeroi's disciple regarded the Infanta from
very lofty heights and disdained her. At twelve
he thought himself already a man; he was mature
for his age and possessed an experience, a feeling
of his own dignity and a pride very rare at his
age, but understandable in the light of the life he
led and the events he had witnessed or in which
he had taken part.

The years would certainly do away with his
prejudices and his mistrust, but an unlucky piece
of diplomacy soon destroyed every hope.

A serious decision fraught with many conse-
quences brought king and court to Versailles on
15th June 1722; Paris was definitely abandoned;
the people no longer went every day to look at
their sovereign, praise his virtues, acclaim him;
and affirm their ardent loyalty; once more the
contact was broken. Far from his capital Louis XV
often failed to understand its aspirations and its
desires; he did not know its reactions and even
feared its complaints and lack of discipline. Dis-